
The undersigned voting rights, civil rights, disability rights, election integrity, and labor 
organizations urge Congress to pass reform legislation amending the Help America 
Vote Act (HAVA) to support the following principles: 

 
In support of Help America Vote Act (HAVA) Reform 

Tabulated Accessible Paper Ballot (T.A.P.) 
Principles 

• Voting technology must facilitate the free and private expression of each 
voter’s intent, including those with limited English proficiency and those 
with disabilities, in compliance with the Voting Rights Act and the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002. 

• Where devices such as Direct Record Electronic (DRE) voting machines or 
ballot-marking devices are used to facilitate access for language minority 
voters, voters with disabilities, and other voters, such devices must be non-
tabulating and produce an accessible paper ballot that the voter can review 
and approve in compliance with the Voting Rights Act and other laws. 

• All vote tallies and all audits must be tabulated from the selections reviewed 
and approved by the voters on the paper ballots. 

• If an automatic tabulator (such as an optical scanner) is used to obtain the 
official tally, an audit must be conducted by comparing hand counts of 
ballots to automated counts to ensure the accurate operation of the tabulator. 

• All counts, recounts, and audits must be open and observable by the 
citizenry. 

 

Signatories as of May 25, 2007 (in alphabetical order) 

Asian American Public Policy Institute  (AAPPI); Kim Singh, Executive Director  
Bay State Council of the Blind; Bob Hachey, President 
Casa de Cultura - New Mexico; Miguel Angel, Director 
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, New York City Chapter; May 19, 2007 membership 

meeting 
Las Vegas Peace & Justice Center - New Mexico; Pat Leahan and Miguel Pacheco, Co-

Coordinators 
Northern New Mexico Hispano Coalition; Steve Flores, Coordinator 
Progressive Democrats of America; Tim Carpenter, National Director and Mimi 

Kennedy, Advisory Board Chair 
Puerto Rican Legal Defense & Education Fund (PRLDEF); Cesar Perales, President & 

General Counsel; Jackson Chin, Associate Counsel 
Taos Pueblo Precinct 13 - New Mexico; Linda Yardley, Precinct Chair 
VelvetRevolution.us; Brett Kimberlin and Brad Friedman, Directors 
Voter Action; John Bonifaz and Holly Jacobson, Co-Directors 
VotersUnite.Org; John Gideon and Ellen Theisen, Co-Directors 


